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FORiWORQ 

Thu M u U,LaUuii uuil l Hyk UI6 hghta ol parania a s consumers of edueationor ' 
pj^grams as .hay are descrlbad under Title^iX, the law prohibitrn, sex 
discrimination educational programs which receive federal t^ancial 
B^r^lIfL ' °' Publications which support the 

Board of Education s expressed goal of eliminating and preventing discrit^ 
•tion based on sex in education^ proprams and :activities. 

This booklet has been designed asa^mpanion pi^ce to^ Sludont Quihe'to 
rule /X Which was published last year. It is my h^pe that you will carPfully 
review this document and initiate efforts to distribute this information to ■ 
parents, Board of Education members, and interested groups m the 
commynity, ■ ^ - - "."^ 

Our challenge Jo involve parents ,n an educational process which nieots the' " 



full potential of every student rBgardless of sex continues, 

"Sincerely, ■ , 



January. 1981 



Phillip Runkel 

SupcrimondonU 

of Public Instruction 
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Parents are consurnlts of |duca t^ rial" programs By f^^V^t^^^m that 
^■parents pay for "goods" or programs which. _the school p^m|lies to their 
chlldrefv Parents pay for those l^vicos with-thoir tax dollars. I^^:|{|ilit of thpsp 
. difficult econoniic timea, parents will probabHf be askod to pny'^i^fn forlhe A 
^same services 'which the school/providei^ for Jess money the pre^ioas, year.- 
^ Inflation hitt^ijchool district just as it^ffects,the'aiJtomo^re industry or the 
' retail market!, But thirls nora booklet about the costs of education. Riifher it is 
a booklet which is delighed to make parents aware^of their rights and the 
' rights^of their children as consumers of educational programs^ ftegardies^ of. 
the cost of proyiiing an education to children, parents should be 
knowledgeable at^ut what they can expect from the" scbool in terms of qual% 
programs and services. . . ' ' 

This booklet concentrates spocifically on what parents can o^Ikm.:? Jrqnl a 
school district in relation to 1he schodTs legal and professional responsibility 
^ to assure equal educational opportunities to girls arfd boys. It outlines the lav^ 
which schools must follW.so that there is no discTimination on the-^basis of 
sex. Just as you would no^waht to purchase an appliance which toasted only 
Bavarian rye bread,' so as § consumer you would not want ^to financially ^ 
^support a school system which provided onl^some programs oc classes for 
one ^ex, and not for the other. A ' . 

WHO CARES ABOUT PARENTS AS CONSUMERS? ' " / 

One of the majo^barriers preventing parents, from* being responsible 
consumers of educajipal programs is the fact that many parents do' not know 
what rights they havfe as taxpayers, or" what rights their childrenViave as 
students. Court rulings and educntionaf policy attempt to#inform people of 
these rights. How|ver, court decisioris and administrative rules are not always 
^ easy to outline sFthat people (other tfian lawyers) gndersiand them. 

This handbook^ was prep'ared to explain student rights under Title IX to 
parents. It was developed with the belief that ^a school system which ■ 
successfully attempts to ireat all students equitably — with no discrimination 
on th^ basis of sex =^^is encouraged by parents whq act as informed ^ 
consumers for their childl-en. 

INFORfVlATAN F.OR THE PARENT AS /ONSUMER \ - * 

The first way to become a knovvledgoaWe parent/consumer irt<3 understand 
that your children have rights under the law, to an educa'iiop that does not 
discriml^nate againstihem because the^ are^females or rnales. By no means are 
such st#fents' rights.a new issue! As far^back as the late 180D*s/ parents have 
been protecting the educational rights of their children. "Concerned parents 
have challenged the schools formally through the courts or through a 
complaint process. Other parents have. voiced th|]r_OAijiions more Informally in ^ 
the school district to the ©uperintendeht or tffl^cal Board of EdLfcation. 
These parents have had a basic understanding of what rights their children do 
have and have spoken out *whpn. they felt their children's r^hts we/e being 
abused. ' ^ ' ' ' 
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The secpnd way to beeome an effective parant/consumer of educational 
programs and services is to get morer information ^ in^ detail— about the 
various rights vyhich are afforded 'to studints under federal lind state laws; Thn 
protection of 'your children'si^ights begins with learning as a parent what theso 

frights are. There, are rights that deal with studanl disciplini, attendance, 
suapension, pregnancy* access to grades and personal information^n files. 

' special education needs, and *other areas. , ? f f 

■ This booklet spells out your children's rights to a nondiscriminatory 
educatipn as they are guarantefd under Title IX of the Edu^ion AmendmentSi 
of 19T1 ' ' . ■ - ^ ^ ' ^ ^ : * 



WHAT IS TITC& !X? • / 

^ Title IX is a federal law which prohibits schools from discriminritTnQ on the 
basis, of sex. It was passed by Congress' in 1972 to ensure thai educaiionaj 
programs and activities would be ppen to all students. Title IX outlmos several 
rights which^students have in public school systems which opornte using 
federal monies. Title IX is divided into several sections. Each section deals with 
a, specific school policy, school operation, or a school proceriuf*o.^in this 
booklet Title IX is broken down into four major sections. 

Title IX was passed through the efforts of educators, legislators, parents and 
comfTiunity ropresentatives who wanted to make certain that ,alf a.ye^ts of 
public school programs allowed the full participation- of young men and 
women. Until Title IX was passed. Mhere was' no legal protection which 
respected the righf of each young peVson mafl or female to. an equal 
education. ... 

THi I'qHOOL CLIMATE ^ . 

Title IX^equires that tl^^^ool be receptive jo any concerns or complai^its-a 
student maj^ have regardtrig his or her right not;to be discriminated agpinst on 
the basis ©f sex. In a sense the law encourages a climate in the school which 
protects this basic right. Title IX requires that the following are-a part of th^ 
-school-sVstem- — — — — — ^ 



i m Jitle iX Coordinator 



Xhis is a person, named to this position by the School dist^.^'^o is 
Tesponsible for seeing Title IX rules are followed. 

Grievance Procedure ' 

This is a method or w^y'of bringing ^a complaint about Title IX to sfihool, 
officials. The grievance pjocodure^must be wntten^out clearly ^nh every 

ow fKp grievance procedure works.. 



student should be aware of how tKp grievance procedure works 



NQtlfleation of Policy ' ; , . ^ 

All school? which get fe'deral monies are required^ under Title IX to ..let ^ 
students, parents and community people know abouf their support of this 
law. Schools must include a Title IX stat'er^ent in studcni handbooks or 
school communications sent out to the public. ' 



• Stater^ent of Assbrance . / , , 

. When a school applies for feaeral monies it must indicate on a form to the 
- federal' government that the school is toJIqwing^e Title IX regulafionB 
T-hrform is called a Statement of Assurance. ' ■ \ 

*• Self ivaruatlon . / * 

Under Tjtle IX^il schoofr were to hav# looked at their past policios ' 
pfactices,%nd school .operations fo see if thete was anyV(>vidence of 
treatinq girls and, boys diffefiently because of their sex.. report s^iould' 
^ have beeh' made to school otficials and keiDt^on file in the school s^tem. 

^ Under Title \% all schools musl»have these. five^tems operating somehow .in 
the .district. These fivg. requiremen^R ar^^ ^^^/r- ^ ^nd ^^fahii ^h-.^^iin.^t.. 
caiTymg out oih^ Title IX regulations which deal in more specTfic areas of 
school programs and services. r [ ■ . . . ' 

Outlined below are the other major provisions of^the law that you should be 
- rfware of as a consumer of scfiool .services in your community. 

^ ^ . ■,- ^ - W ^ ^ ■ ^ ■ ^ ^ 

^ . A STUDENT S Ria^l TO TAKE ANY CLASS, 

Titfe IX protects your child s^ right to take any class offered in the schqcl (as " 
:lung your child hras met any prerequisite requiremants. of course)^ When 
you h^ip your daughter or son with selecting classos each term'^li of tfe^ 
cQur^cfe must be open to all students. Nowhere on a course sch^^dule o^ 
dosi^hpttdn of classes .should the course be described, for example, as "^boys 
physical educatiop^' and '"jirls physical education/" the school can establish 
any prerequisite it feels necGssary to elect courses but the preret^uisites /riust 
apply eqballyvto the entire. student bddy. All courses should bo described in 



such a v^ay^hat it^is cHear they are for bott^gJrls and boys. 

^ ■ * 

^ STUDENT S RIGHT TO BE TREATED EQUALLY IN CLASS ^ 

VVli^n your chil^ is takilg a class, it is against the law to tr^at boys and girls 
#dirforenriy m the classroom tjecause of their sex. For example: there nan^iot be 
- iv.o ditf&renf grading scales-- one for girls and bne for boya. pr there cannot 

I Dij two different homework assignments where the boys are rli^uirod to do all 

j . the odd nufVibereb questions and the girls'are assigned all the even numbered' 

) qutjstions-. . ^ ' . * 

\ : ^o^^^ parents these rules appear to be almost nonsensical and much too 

dt;iailed' However, the Title IX regumtions were intentionally specific because 
= the rationale for ass!gr|mg homework on the basis of sex is the same kind of 
thinking that might, tor exampie, allow ^nJy girls to Join an after school 
^ swimming class at a nearby school pooL or ohiy boys to join th^ ^ety Patrol 
Tfie right to be treated equally m class is fundamental to the protectinn of 
your children s rights ,as students i^ ^ public schoQl system. Yet |itle IX ^Iso 



wpgnizes that as eonsumers, marjy 'parents feei there are irrstances where 
boys and girls can be separated. Title IX allows a school system. 4o. SBparate 
students in classes in five situations. Girls and boys raay be M>aratPd (ij in 
parts of 4 Class dealing, with, human sexuality; (2) by vocal range in music 
clashes; (3) m gym class when thrt-e are body. contact activittos; {4) In gym 
Class when sttidents are grouped by ability using an objective standard, and 
(5) in athletics programs under certain , conditions. ' , 



V A Sf U^fehOT'l fllQHT TO BE TREATED. EQftAiLy OUTSIDE OF CLASS 

^ . ■ - * i; - ■ - _ '~ 

2;^.. Title IX clearly uphalds your childron's rights jo. an GqunI tducatiah in arons 
vathor than classroom learning. Schools provicJe a vrfrioty of ^sGrvioos-. rnforrals 
-::ar>d mformatjon to students. Schools also establish rules which gdvprn the 
^ conduct: of students outside classrooms. For this reason there are fi/ie IX 

Regulations that extend duUide the classrobm. : ' ' 

child:s right to receive advice, csunsoling service, and infoLrmatio^ that 

does not reflect diff^r^nt treatment or^r&forence on thc-basrs sex is 
^ protected by Title IX. Rules for ■discipline, cbdts of conauet and dr^ss. testing 
■ andappraisal- tools .used to counsel youngsters/ scholarsHips- assistance^' 

sejmBB for pregnj^nt or. married students, use of ' school facJlities. and 
. orfportunitiefe.to participate in aTter school pr6qraTOs/(&.g. ctubs; athlGtic 

tdams. field trips) must not treat.stud.ents differGntly on the basis of their sex 

For example, it would be against the law if the schMl suspended' a boy who 

was caught snfqkin^ and merely called the^arent .or guardian oif a girl who' 

was smoking on school p/operty. ' ^ * ^ 

^ Whatever .services the school -provides™ whatever program it offers 
Whatever rules the school establishes -- all of them mUst be applied fairly and ' 
^ equitably to all students. Title IX dbes >7df forced school system to initiate 
certain codes of conduct or to make specific rules. These choices are 
decisions made by school officials at ihe local leveL Title IX ^oes rio/ 
determine the quality of the services offered to students. Nothino ^nder Tf|leJX 
reqmres. for exarhplf, that vocation^ programs offered in aEnearby school 
.?!l^^£LCnHiLlliQ_M_o^ school systern: Ra^r Title IX. pfvovides ' 

that whatever is a part of the sphool pr^ram^s open^ ail students- 

In the role of consume, parents %haJld expect the Jchool prngram to 
encourage the development of, their childrerr through, unrestricted choices of 
cqurses, programs and activities ^^ide and outside the classroom/ Titlo IX- 
spells out tfi^e expectations as a federal law which qiiarantGOS thatlhern is no 
discnmination against either male or fomaio students. 

^ A STUDENrS RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN ATHiE^lCS . 

OnB of the qore eonfusing parts of the Title IX regulations is the section on 
attiletics, club t^d^tramural programs. ,lt is pften confusing because in this 



Ttie nghts of girlsto rry out fo^boys teams, or the rights q/ boys to try out for ' 

■ tu^St "1? ^ 'f «^ Officii^ IX> e • ^^s" S ' ^ 

to answer two questfpns beforl^iaking this particular. docis.on: 

Q. Have the athletics opportunities for that sex been limitod^ in the past^ 

Q. Is the sport involved a noncontact sport? ' '* 

^ If school offidqis answer "yes" to both of these quest^ns then the^rhool ' 
dis^r^t must allow a member of that sex to try out for the oppojtf 'x ' 

qther-detans-ir^ the Title IX regulations identify aL^S,f ''!f^' ' 
S^numi:; ^''-''^ male and female athletic ,Lmr&^an.b^; e : 
Smuel numberof teams, awards, supplies, uniforms: us ' 

slmol. ^=0"^ P^oviSior^s, support sorv,ces,-and othVr athlccs.ei^ ^ ^ • 

.,lf.you have any further questions •about the ,athletics'section of T.tle IX vou - ' 
shou^ contact the Title IX, Coordinator m your sdhoof district ™e T^Ue ^ 
-S'roMhf ^r^"" Of the de.a,ls,of s.udentr fig^ts^nder ^h'^ 



ARE YOU AN INPORMED PARENT? ' • - / . ' 

be^^'I^v"" °' ^'S^'s 'o a'ndndiscriminatory education 

beg^n^ w,th tearnmg^ as' a parent what ^these nghts are under T^tle IX The 

SovSo=s'of T^"^'" ^^^'^"^^ '° ^°^^^:^n-,edge -ofthe basi^ 

^Situation A: SJppose you*son saw an annou^eml^l on th« counselor's 
* bu etm board that the ownpr of a local donu. shdp wanted ^ 

apph^ and the owner taid him, "Sorry, Im orily hiring girls, to 
work this summer, ' ' '/ j^'' " v 

IfL*^®."^°€^Wlailng your soWs rights m this case? 



^ . , i-. -^- w j^.^' ^w.i a Myiiis, in mis case '' 

A, .y,s. under T,tle lX-the school cannot lend ■■significant assistance'^ to an 



agency, group, or employer who discrinhVates against Its students. 
posting this notice, the school is encouraging the empioyGr to hire 
discfifninatorily from its student body. .Thus the school is not protecting 
your son's rights under a service it provides of listing summer jobs for 
students. ' '■- ■ ' . . * ' 

Situation B: Suppose your daughter Nfard on the PA system about an after 
/ . = school swimming program for fourth graders at the high school 

■ pool down, the block.. When she went to sign up; the pr-incipal 
. ' e/icoura^d her to swim instead nt th^^VWCA, where they have 
after'school swirni programs for girls of all ages. The principal 
■ said that If she wan teiii: sigh up, she coyW, but. the principal' 

doubtgd there would be any girls because the aftor^cliool swim 
^ J ' i program was mostly for. boys who^'didn^t have a YMCA where 

y \ * they' -qould swim. ' - 

Q. Is the school /idlatinig^your . daughter's rights uQder Title^lX? i 
A. Yes. Titte IX requires that the advice §nrtounseling given to all stuOTnts 
^ not reflect different treatment g^- s preference for orie sex or- the other. In 
this case/the principal is giving advice that isjesfffavorable to the girls tlian . 
to the boys, In.^effect the principal is advising that she would bo making a 
poor choice if she decided to sign up because she might be the "only^ ;girl 
pahicipatipg. In addition, the schoors swimming program appears to be 
' "mostly for boys.-' which is illegal under Title IX. ; \ 

.^Situation C: Suppose the male varsity batHgtb^aN players have ctiosen a gold 
medal as the to1<en otmerribership on the team, whichlhe c^ach' 
' wfll give tQ, each 'pfayer at'the end of the season: The female 
: ■ . varsity basketball players have chosen to have a framed award as 
- ■ ' ^ ' ^ a token of team' membership which thsNr coach will -givo to each 
' ^ player at the end of the season.^ > . . 

Q. Is the stehoolm^olatjon of Title IXf ' ■ 

A. No., The previsions of Title IX require comparable awards for athletes.^ the 
provision of an award was made^for each team member by the school. The 
team players simply elected to receive differfnt but cornparabIe"~a"wa^S" 
which were presented jrf ^the same manner by their eoachos. 

Situation D: Suppose a representative from^a local apprentice iraining 
/ ■- program visited the school talk to students about entering- 

apprenticeship programs -/ollowmg their graduation from^high 
school. Thfe representative visited "the vocational classes where 
■ ■ there were only boys in the classes. / : . ' 

Q. Is there a violation of Title IX in jhrs-ca^e? " ''i':' " . 

' A, Ybs. By allowing ih© rep^sentative to talk only to the vocational classes 
with all boys, Jhe school was encouraging a discriminatory practice of 
' giving ipformation and providing referencSs to just one sex. 'Under Title IX, 
' ■ all ciasses must bd open to all students. Even though there were no girls 



who elected to take the vdcarional cinsses in question; the information on 
apprenticeship twining., must be/ given to both girls and boys in the 
. voeational program, not i.ust to selected vocational cfasses,. 

WHO PROTECTS THE pONSUMER RldHTS^OP.^Afl^^^ " 

T|Vt^;iX provide^'protpctibn of slydfefnt^s riglits tO' a non^exist education by 
^requifing: the local school to ^nameya title IX Coordinator and.clevelop a 
^ grievance qrocedure. This pmtection if also the avenue for parents as' 
^ consumers of school^ervicas to seek redress if th4^ feeMho school district is 

violatmg thoplaw yhder Titie IX. - i.^. ^ ■ \ ^ / ■ , 

' ^jR-^.nihon. parente^sy^affaumgra adirdTrwHr^ddftiSsTlt l u IX uuntJ^m^ by 
, filmg a:-fprnta! complaint '^ith ffre ^ffice for^divil flights Jn Washingtori, D.O. 

This route, however,;}^ usually time-consuming anBTlengthy. Thai is^why Title ^ 
. JX feq^ifes each" local school iisinct^to establish S mechanism ^whereby 
parents and studenA can seek more immediate sbiutions to Title IX problem 
- ^reas' " ^. . . ^ \ ' ^ ' 

The '-'o^lX Coordinator in your school system can tell you more about 
^complJ>f;t procedures, addresses of ^governmental ^goncie^s and basic Title IX 
reguiaUfuiS. * - ^ ■ ^ ' ' * \ ■ . 

.ARE THERE 'cpNSUMER GUIDELINES FOR PARENTS UNrDER TITLE JX? 

Title .:X vioes not include a hsty6f ':dQ) s and donts'- for p^irents s^hn v/ant to 
...ensure their children ^ect/ive every educationar opportunity available. 

Howev-r^ rhere aru some mformah unwnnon guidelines for parents to^eep in 
mind a^^ jriey = watch their chiidreri pro^jresa througTf^-schools in their 
^oniffujf lit ,■ , = y t 

REMEMBER . . . Most schooi qriigal^ =ahd ;ieachers'd_^ rwTwant to take away 
' rights of studnnts hi. most^ Cases schools go to great 

^ lengthy to secLire btuii^nts" righ^ and, protect them. 

; REMEMBER SnfvQol offictals have sevorai state and federal laws they mus!^ 
' • ^ follow; Eauh^hiwv haa a unique set of rules and regukitionsv^ 

# ; ^ ^'olations under TiileJXwriay result froni the s 

\ - - ' ' i^i^k ahnfornilUion ahout the Titte IX regulatipnsrr^ 

^ refusal- fo obey this Jaw. ■ y' / ^ ' 

' ; ^ ^ ' t . . * ' ^ ■ * „^ '- 

■ REMEMBER _ . If young^ien and" wijniun are to^tfe partners in thip society as 
■adults. sharif#g Doth the rig^it and responsibility of running the ' 
. . ' ' , v/orld. n IS imperative EhaMhoy/receivo' the ^ame education 

tc#getfier Title IX w4s passed to onsuse this 
■ v^' ^- i ' . 



if you would like more information about Title IX, feel free to cont.aci: 

Michigan Department of Education 
Office for Sesc Equity In Educatlpn 
» P.O. Bo^ 30008 " 

;i Lansing^ Michigan 48909 
(517) 373^3497" 



Tha name of the Title IX Coordinatdr Js 



The tolephone number of the Title IX Cborclinator 
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MICHIGAN STATE BOAnD OF EDUCATION 
STATEI^ENT OF ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW 

Th.- Mhihiyan Stato Board F^dunation comphos wifh ai! Fodoral laws 
.ifKi fr ;ula[!..n^ prohibiting {liSunrnination and with all roquiromonts and 
.rgi;u]^:-r:^.._.if [hm . U S-^^Dopartment of Educarion. U rs "thn policy ' of thn 
Mk;r:i:|.>fi Sm:o Board of Education thnt no person on the baais of rsco; 
t;u!.^r. r-hgion, national origin or ancostry. age. sex, fnarital status or 
nandh^ip shaf! dfj discnrTi-natGd ugainst. oxcludod from participation in 
dgnuKiJfin r^MnofitS Of or otherwise be subjected to discnmination m any 
prografn or activiry for v/hich it is responsible or for which it recetvDS 
finan-jiai asejistanco from tho U.S. Dopurtment of Education. 

i 



